Permanent Painting

dinary benzine, such as is used for cleaning gloves and
garments, but it is not sufficiently strong to dissolve
old dried cracked varnish. At the same time, a solvent
which is strong enough to dissolve cracked varnish
may likewise be strong enough to destroy the painting
itself. Whether the picture is varnished or not, or-
dinary wood alcohol is taken either on a clean cot-
ton rag or a sponge, and lightly rubbed in one cor-
ner. If it be varnished, the wood alcohol wi1!
very likely dissolve the varnish without touching
the painting, but if there is any difficulty in dissolving
the varnish, a mechanical mixture of turpentine and
wood alcohol would have to be used, and as a general
rule this will take off all the varnish. Forcible abra-
sion must never be resorted to, for any wet rag will,
as a rule, take off some of the paint. The dried lin-
seed oil or other drying oil film is not soluble in tur-
pentine, but is attacked by wood alcohol after pro-
longed use. Therefore, if pure turpentine will cleanse
a picture, it is wise to let it go at that, and as a gen-
eral rule, assuming always that the picture is an oil
painting, a stiff brush will very frequently aid in
cleansing almost every part of a picture without the
addition of wood alcohol, so that we have here only
two re-agents which are necessary. It is necessary to
warn everyone not to try the so-called paint removers,
benzol or carbon tetrachloride mixtures which are
sold, because in many instances the use of these ma-
terials is very harmful because the solvent action is